
GCSE English Language Surgery 

Extract 1: Stoner by John Williams 

 

The following extract is taken from the beginning of a novel called ‘Stoner’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



How has the writer structured the text to interest you as a reader?  

What is the writer showing the 
reader? 

How is the writer showing the 
reader this? 

(Quotation + Structural Feature) 

Why is the writer showing the 
reader this? 

  Reason 1: 
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1. How is the end of the extract different from the beginning? 

 

2. At what point does this change/ difference begin to occur? Why does the change occur? 



How has the writer structured the text to interest you as a reader?  

Use phrases like: At the beginning of the text, the writer establishes… / As the text 
progresses, the writer switches the focus from ____ to ____ because…  / This is structurally 
significant because from this, the reader learns… / Perhaps the writer does this to… 
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